24         SHERMAN'S HOME LETTERS

"FoRT MOULTBIE, S. Carolina,

"November 28, 1842.

". Not long since I took a notion into my head
that I could paint. I went to the city and laid in a full
set of artist's equipments, prepared my studio, and
without any instructions whatever have finished a
couple [of] landscapes and faces which they tell me are
very good. I have great love for painting and find that
sometimes I am so fascinated that it amounts to pain
to lay down the brush, placing me in doubt whether I
had better stop now before it swallows all attention, to
the neglect of my duties, and discard it altogether, or
keep on. What would you advise ? . . ."

"FORT MOULTRIE, S. C., February 8, 1844.
'*'. . . For nearly four years I had been exceedingly
diligent in not writing to your father, but the other day,
I did so for the purpose of asking him to let Boyle under
certain contingencies come and spend the winter and
spring with me. This day I got his answer, which was
very kind but wound up with a hope that I was study-
ing for ' Civil life/ Now I thought he had long since
relinquished that idea and his opposition to the army.
He knows my perfect dependence, and that were I to
resign, I would have to depend upon some one till I
could establish myself in the practice of some profession.
Do you think I could do so ? Certainly not, and should
health be preserved to me, I shall never depend upon
anybody, nay, not even were he a brother. I would
rather earn my living by the labor of my own hands.
Beside I have now studied for the military profession,res, shops, etc., all as gorgeously
